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2 Czech Environmental Inspectorate

FOREWORD
The role of the Czech Environmental Inspectorate
(CEI) within the public administration system of the
CR fully matches its legal definition (see legal
framework in Chapter 1.1). The principal mission of
the Inspectorate is thus supervision over adherence to
law in the environmental area, encompassing all
environmental components (water, air, waste, nature,
forest). By law, the CEI is a first-instance
administrative authority, meaning that its
administrative decisions are conclusive either on the
expiry of the appeal period for entities against which
proceedings are held or, in the case of an appeal, after
the decision of the appeals authority; such authorities
are so-called Public Administration Departments
(territorial), integrated within the organisational
structure of the Ministry of the Environment.
The Inspectorate’s own activity is defined by annual
Schedule of activities of the Czech Environmental
Inspectorate for the year. The structured development
of the Schedule reflects direct legal obligations (e.g.,
inspection of entities subject to so-called IPPC
integrated permits), direct tasks imposed by the
Ministry of the Environment, tasks arising from
relevant international agreements and strategic
governmental documents, etc.
The performance of the Inspection work schedule is
monitored and inspected. Another major portion of
our inspection work (over 40% of the amount) is
inspection work based on so-called suggestions by the
public. Each such suggestion has to be examined by
law (typically in the form of an unannounced
inspection on the site), and administrative proceedings
are initiated or not based on an evaluation of the
inspected reality.
The following key topics are critical for the CEI in the
long run:
• Acting as an open authority in the sense of “absolute

transparency” in all of its activities, obviously with

 respect to legal restrictions (e.g., non-public nature
of administrative proceedings as a strict requirement
of the Rules of Administrative Procedure in force).
The Inspectorate is open to every suggestion and all
of the professional and general public / citizens.

• Within the CEI’s legal defined areas of activity,
understand our work primarily as a service to the
public (communication, handling of suggestions)
and direct support to emancipation of the public.

• Base all internal and external activity on ethical rules
and full moral and ethical integrity, including
tenders performed.

• The CEI’s “family silver” is its highly educated,
professionally acting inspectors and other
employees. Keeping these expert employees, their
training and education and their occupational safety
are our long-term priorities.

• In the last three years, we have seen the CEI’s
transformation pursuant to the Public Service Act as
a continuous, very important priority (medium-
term). The tasks arising from the transformation are
undoubtedly a burden to the CEI beyond
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its ordinary activity and are, unfortunately, manifested
in certain fluctuation of inspection work intensity.
In the coming years, it will be essential to maintain the
processes described above and below, both
qualitatively and quantitatively.
In 2017, we managed to meet all the monitored goals
and parameters specified above in the following areas:
• Meeting of the inspection work schedule.
• Handling of all suggestions received within our

legal obligation.
• Meeting of other activities, notably expert

statements (EIA, IPPC) and position statements
under component law.

• Correct implementation of the new Offence Act
since
1. 7. 2017 (if the Act were not implemented correctly,
it would result in a significant increase in negative
decisions by appeal authorities, i.e., MoE Public
Administration Departments). No worsening of
these parameters has been registered.

• Implementation of other legal obligations in the area
of “rear” activities of the CEI (electronic
documentation service, internal information
systems, GDPR, HR system, etc.) without disrupting
proper inspection work.

• Meeting of requirements of the Public Service Act
and notably its continuously generated secondary
standards (decrees, ordinances and MoI
methodological instructions).

• Continuous replenishment of qualified employees,
notably stabilisation of the team of senior civil
servants.

Besides the above, we have managed the following in
the evaluated three-year period of 2015-2017:
• Transform the Czech Environmental Inspectorate

into a functioning public service authority pursuant
to the Public Service Act.

• Maintain standard performance of inspection work
(meeting of all tasks and suggestions); average work
intensity can be characterised by an average number
of 40 inspections per executive inspector throughout
the period and across the departments.

• Assure the authority’s information openness (provision
of information pursuant to applicable laws without
serious flaws, web site, communication with the public).

• Fundamental changes in media activity and public
perception of the CEI.  Periodic press information about
completed administrative proceedings aimed at
awareness raising and improving information among
both professional and general public. Change the
structure of “positive” and “negative” news, manifested
in the overwhelming majority of information on
successful inspection work over “defensive”
explanation of our work.

• Fundamental changes in technical equipment of
inspection work (new sophisticated equipment
increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of inspection)
and equipment of inspectors.

• Unification of inspection work methodology among
territorial inspectorates, primarily by way of joint
handling of some standardised problems in each
environmental component, and clear methodological
guidance by the CEI HQ.

• The above is related to the CEI’s clear orientation on a
wide range of outcomes from administrative
proceedings, including in connection with the new
Offence Act and environmental component protection
acts.

• Ethic, moral and public control rules are applied and
integrated across all our inspection work, which can be
documented, e.g., on the relatively very strictly (beyond
legal requirements) managed area of the CEI’s public
procurement and contracts.

• Coordination and collaboration with other institutions
in the area of inspection at the national (Czech Police,
Customs Administration, public prosecutors) and
international level (IMPEL, Interpol, EUFJ, etc.) has
improved significantly.

The most prominent restrictions to the CEI’s greater
success include:
• Constant under-remuneration of the CEI’s employees,

particularly executive inspectors. According to the 2017
table of average wages in all the organisations in the
public service sector, the CEI is at the very bottom of the
table. It is the worst-paid inspectorate (compared to the

CTIA, vets, plant care and other similar inspection
institutions), the second-worst-paid organisation under the
MoE, and higher average wages are reported by district
archives and similar institutions. This is clearly the cause of
the relatively high fluctuation, so that despite the very
successful filling of vacancies caused by leaving employees,
the total annual numbers of departures and admissions are
almost equal.
• The characteristics of the inspection work itself, which is

demanding particularly on psychic properties and overall
resilience of the inspector and simultaneously requires
highly specialised expertise. The lack of necessary experts
is particularly felt in the area of lawyers, who are
extremely difficult to pay satisfactorily under the CEI’s
salary conditions described above.

• The unclarity of enforced legal regulations, which is
generally the result of the legislative negotiation process
(various changes, additions, interventions during
parliamentary consultations, results of lobbying, etc.).

• Lower level of social pressure on adherence to law in
general, including environmental legislation.

• Incomplete modernisation of the web site, its improved
navigability and quality of content, improved allocation of
responsibilities.

• Incomplete development of an internal methodology for
more objective monitoring of the CEI’s performance,
coming up against a number of logical and formal
restrictions. It is possible to evaluate the meeting of tasks
imposed by the superior body (MoE), and of annual and
thematic plans and other clearly defined obligations.
However, it is impossible to evaluate the CEI’s
performance based on numbers of inspections made or
amounts of fees imposed. First of all, there is a degree of
response to the indiscipline of

polluters; secondly, individual inspections are
incomparable in terms of temporal or professional
extent; and thirdly, a number of important CEI activities
are eventually not “inspections” but different activities,
such as “field investigations” or expert
statements/opinions. Year-on-year differences are also
due to changes in legislation and priorities of superior
bodies.

In conclusion, the year 2017 is clearly one of the most
successful years in the more-than-quarter of a century of
the Czech Environmental Inspectorate. The planned
goals were met and the inspection work proceeded,
despite the many new and one-off obligations in and
outside the inspection area, at an intensity similar to
previous years. It can thus be concluded that we set a
high standard for 2018 and that there are a plenty of
challenges for improving our work and, above all,
eliminating the restrictions described above.
I am honestly grateful for the generally positive overall
assessment of the CEI’s work to all the CEI employees,
from highly professionally acting inspectors and staff to
my colleagues at the CEI Headquarters.

Erik Geuss
CEI Director
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Summary information on CEI work in 2015-2017

2015 2016 2017

EIA statements (Act no. 100/2001 Coll.) 1,162 1,013 1,019

Other expert statements issued 8,622 6,986 5,356

No. of suggestions and petitions received 2,746 2,759 2,781

No. of suggestions submitted to public
authorities based on our inspection work 164 322 233

No. of crime reports 17 16 8

No. of accidents and emergencies 256 265 431*

Total number of employees as of 31 12. 538 539 536

Education structure (% of university graduates in all
employees) 76.41 77.90 77.8

Occupational safety/Injuries (Injuries per
100 employees) 0.18 0.37 0.19

Unscheduled absence of employees (sickness,
injuries; % of planned working hours) 3.69 3.30 3.39

% of voluntary fluctuation (excluding forced
departures, incl. due to organisational changes, and
retirements)

3.49 4.10 7.20

Total CEI budgetary funds, CZK 349,762,551.56 387,715,855.30 418,991,688.36

Other conclusive decisions: 502 494 417

– No. of decisions in force – halting or restriction
of operation, facility or parts thereof 44 23 22

– No. of decisions in force – seizing
/ confiscation 107 123 143

– No. of decisions on remedial measures in force 351 348 252

No. of decisions on charges and
advances for charges issued: 7,027 7,011 7,177

– No. of decisions on charges and advances
for wastewater discharge 2,087 2,068 2,001

– No. of decisions on charges and
advances for groundwater consumption 4,940 4,943 5,175

– No. of decisions on charges for imports of
controlled substances: 0 0 1

Amount of charges ordered by the CEI, CZK
(charges for groundwater collection and
wastewater discharge are collected
and enforced by customs authorities)

843,017,177 908,180,824 900,828,457

Number of requests for information (Act no.
106/1999 Coll. and 123/1998 Coll.) 332 309 295

Number of complaints on CEI’s or inspectors’ work –
Section 175 of the Rules of Administrative Procedure 70 54 54

Number of relevant notifications of illicit activity 0 0 0

2015 2016 2017

No. of inspectors (final as of 31 Dec) 385 395 396

No. of inspections 15,677 15,883 15,864

All decisions (fines and others, incl. charges) in legal
force: 10,337 10,260 10,249

– All decisions on fines that entered into force 2,808 2,755 2,655

– Other conclusive decisions (other decisions, incl. on
charges) 7,529 7,505 7,594

Total amount of fines in legal force (CZK) 135,719,214 130,717,343 113,051,685

* Numbers of emergencies (accidents and failures) were not collected and reported in tables by the Air Protection Department in
previous years; the numbers only gained importance after the amendment of the Air Protection Act in late 2016 and the EC’s
requirement for reporting coolant leaks.



8 9Czech Environmental Inspectorate Annual Report 2017

CONTENTS
Foreword ...........................................................................................................................................3
Summary information on CEI work in 2015-2017 ............................................................................6
Contents ................................................................................................................................. 8

1 Description of CEI activities ..................................................................................................... 10
1.1 The CEI’s role ...................................................................................................................................... 10
1.2 Organisational structure ..................................................................................................................... 12
1.3 Inspection work intensity .................................................................................................................... 13

2 Overview of work of territorial inspectorates .......................................................................... 15

3 Dealings with stakeholders ...................................................................................................... 17
3.1 Cooperation with the public – suggestions and provision of information ............................................. 17
3.2 Cooperation with state institutions, professional and interest organisations ....................................... 22
3.3 International collaboration ................................................................................................................. 22
3.4 Communication with the public and media ......................................................................................... 23

4 CEI work in 2017 by department ............................................................................................. 25
Table: CEI activities (Summary table of activity by department)
4.1 Air protection ..................................................................................................................................... 26
4.2 Water protection and prevention of major industrial accidents ........................................................... 33
4.3 Water management, chemicals and biocidal preparations .................................................................. 44
4.4 Nature protection and CITES ............................................................................................................... 57
4.5 Forest protection ................................................................................................................................ 70
4.6 CEI involvement in accident resolution ............................................................................................... 77
4.7 Integrated agendas ............................................................................................................................. 78

5 Ethics and integrity, anti-corruption activities, complaint handling and data protection.. 87

5.1 Ethics and integrity ............................................................................................................................. 87
5.2 Anti-corruption scheme ...................................................................................................................... 88
5.3 Complaint handling ............................................................................................................................. 88
5.4 Data protection and legislative compliance ......................................................................................... 89

6 Tendering and supply chain ....................................................................................................91

7 Employee environment and human resources ......................................................................92
7.1 HR management ................................................................................................................................. 94
7.2 Training .............................................................................................................................................. 97
7.3 Occupational safety ............................................................................................................................ 99

8 Energy and material intensity of CEI work ............................................................................ 102

9 Economics .....................................................................................................................105
9.1 Overview of transfers of budget fund savings to unspent expense

claim report ...................................................................................................................................... 105
9.2 Use of reserve fund and other non-budgetary resources ................................................................... 108
9.3 Overall income assessment ............................................................................................................... 109

10 Financial statement as of 31 Dec 2017 ................................................................................. 111

11 Overview of meeting of GRI G4 standard indicators ........................................................... 123

Abbreviations and explanations ..................................................................................................128
Contact details ................................................................................................................... 131



10 11Czech Environmental Inspectorate Annual Report 2017

1 | DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES

1.1 The CEI’s role

CEI organisation
The Czech Environmental Inspectorate (CEI) was established
in 1991 by Act no. 282/1991 Coll. on the Czech Environmental
Inspectorate and its powers in forest protection, as amended.
The CEI is an organisational component of the State directly
subordinated to the Ministry of the Environment of the CR
and, under the CEI Act, is divided into a central Headquarters
and Territorial Inspectorates (TI), of which there have been
ten since 1995. They are Prague TI, Heské Budùjovice TI, PlzeĚ
TI, Ústí nad Labem TI, Hradec Králové TI, Havlíðkļv Brod TI,
Brno TI, Olomouc TI, Ostrava TI, and Liberec TI.

The Headquarters is a managing, organisational and
methodological body within the CEI structure. The CEI
Headquarters methodological work is done by so-called
methodological departments, divided into two sections. One
is the Technical Protection and Integrated Prevention Section,
embracing the Air Protection Department, Water Protection
Department, Waste Management Department and Integrated
Agenda Department. The other is the Nature, Forest and
CITES1 Protection Section, embracing the Nature Protection,
Biodiversity and CITES Protection and Forest Protection
Departments.

The inspection work is done by CEI inspectors at the
constituent inspectorates.  Generally speaking, 40-45% of each
inspector’s working time for supervisory inspection work is
planned ahead. The rest of the inspection work capacity is left
for handling tasks that occur in the course of the year and the
CEI has to deal with (such as unscheduled inspections,
including checks of performance of authorised emission
measurements, public suggestions notifying about

1 CEI Activities arising from the CITES – Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species.

environmental damage or threats, individual thematic tasks
operatively assigned by the MoE, etc.). Investigation of
accidents is very time-consuming (combustion of dumps,
chemical industry, etc.).

Legal framework for CEI work
The legal concept of environmental protection, of which the CEI
is part, is based on the principle of separate definitions for
individual environmental components under so-called
environmental component acts (see introductions for each
component in the Work Schedule for 2018 www.cizp.cz/Plany-
cinnosti). In addition, it is necessary to list the general legal
regulations that affect the activity of the CEI as a whole. As a
specialised administrative authority that does preventive,
inspection and sanction work in the area of environmental
protection, the CEI is required to act in accordance with these
general legal regulations.

The general legal regulations include Act no. 500/2004 Coll.,
Rules of Administrative Procedure, as amended, which defines
a general framework for administrative proceedings and is the
fundamental legal regulation in the area of administrative law.
Another general legal regulation for the CEI’s work is Act no.
255/2012 Coll. on Inspection (Inspection Rules), as amended,
defining the process of inspection work. Another, equally
significant source of law is Act no. 250/2016 Coll. on
Responsibility for Misdemeanours and Proceedings on Them,
which has fully superseded Act no. 200/1990 Coll. on
Misdemeanours, as amended, as defines the material and
process aspects of acting on offences and misdemeanours. The
right to a favourable living environment is also exercised by the
public through the so-called Information Acts, namely Act no.
123/1998 Coll. on Right to Environmental Information, as
amended, and Act no. 106/1999 Coll. on Free Access to
Information, as amended. Due to the CEI’s work and its
position in environmental protection, the list of general legal
regulations has to include Act no. 224/2015 Coll. on Prevention
of Major Accidents Caused by Selected Hazardous Chemicals

or Chemical Mixtures and on amendment of Act no. 634/2004
Coll. on Administrative Fees, as amended (Major Accident
Prevention Act, as amended, Act no. 167/2008 Coll. on Prevention
of Environmental Harm and Its Remedy and on amendment to
certain acts, as amended, and Act no. 40/2009 Coll., Penal Code,
as amended.

CEI prevention and sanction work
The CEI’s work in the area of environmental protection consists
in prevention, inspection and sanction work.

The prevention work in the broadest sense consists in the CEI’s
existence as such. The possibility of making an inspection and
then sanctioning the entity for violation of legal regulations in the
area of environmental protection is the expected and desired
pressure on adherence to these regulations. Moreover, the CEI’s
prevention work is implemented in the form of communication
with the public, whether by queries, provision of information or
acceptance of suggestions notifying about environmental damage
or threats.

Imposition of remedial measures is a boundary institute between
the prevention and sanction work areas. From the point of view
of administrative law, remedial measures are not a form of
punishment, but they are always associated with illegal activity
or situation and with restriction of the entity’s rights and
imposing an obligation on the entity to do or not do something.
Their application prevents more extensive environmental
damage or remedies a situation where environmental damage
has occurred but can still be mitigated. Another level of the CEI’s
work is the inspection/sanction area. This work is done mostly at
the CEI territorial inspectorates. The inspection work is done by
CEI inspectors based on powers defined in the component acts
and is based on the planning and work arising from public
suggestions, which are a very important category of cases. The
inspection is done in accordance with the Inspection Rules. If a
CEI inspector finds out in the course of an inspection that the
inspected entity has violated legal regulations and the CEI is
authorised to hear such illegal conduct, it will initiate a
misdemeanour proceeding.
If the CEI is not authorised to hear such illegal conduct, it will

notify the applicable authority about the misdemeanour
or hand over the matter to the applicable authority.
Based on the powers defined by the component acts,
such authorities include primarily municipal authorities,
municipal authorities of municipalities with extended
powers, regional authorities, State Navigation Authority,
Ministry of the Environment, Regional Public Health
Authorities, Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech
Republic, National Park administrations, and others. If
multiple authorities are applicable to hear a matter,
typically the CEI and a municipality with extended
powers or the CEI and another nature protection
authority, it is decisive which of the authorities first
initiated a misdemeanour proceeding. The
administrative proceedings are performed in accordance
with the Act on Responsibility for Misdemeanours and
Proceedings on Them and the Rules of Administrative
Procedure.

An appeal against decisions made by the CEI is possible,
as it is a first-instance authority; the CEI forwards it and
the dossier to the appeal authority, namely the Ministry
of the Environment. It makes second-instance decisions
at its specialised Public Administration Departments
(OVSS), which are decentralised and located in Prague,
Heské Budùjovice, PlzeĚ, Chomutov, Liberec, Hradec
Králové, Brno, Olomouc and Ostrava.
Following a review proceeding by the appeal authority,
the first-instance decision issued by the CEI can be
confirmed or revoked, then the matter is returned for a
new hearing, or revoked and the proceeding halted, or
changed, but never to the detriment of the accused party.
In case someone feels deprived in their rights by the
decision of the authority (OVSS), they can demand an
administrative court to revoke the decision or declare it
void. Proceedings on administrative lawsuits are held by
administrative courts pursuant to Act no. 150/2002 Coll.,
the Administrative Court Procedure, as amended.
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1.2 Organisational structure
The CEI is divided into 10 territorial inspectorates, two
branch offices and headquarters. As of 31 Dec 2017, it
employed 536 persons, including 429 professional
employees.

Territorial inspectorates:
Praha, Heské Budùjovice, PlzeĚ, Ústí nad Labem,
Liberec, Hradec Králové, Havlíðkļv Brod, Brno,
Olomouc, Ostrava; branch offices in Zlín and Karlovy
Vary.
The head of the public service authority performing
his duty in the Czech Environmental Inspectorate is
appointed by the State Secretary.

1.3 Intensity of inspection work
In 2017, the CEI carried out a total of 15,864 inspections and
issued 10,249 decisions in force (including 2,001 decisions
on charges and advances for wastewater discharge and
5,175 decisions on charges for groundwater collection).
Compared to 2016, the numbers of both inspections and

Numbers of inspections by Territorial Inspectorate, 2014-2017

decisions in force decreased slightly, namely by 19
inspections and 11 decisions in force. The total
number of CEI inspectors in 2017 was 396. One
inspector thus made 40 inspections on average. In
2017, the CEI issued 6,375 position statements and
statements, including 1,019 on EIA processes.

Overview of powers by environmental component

Year-on-year comparison of amount of awarded fines in force

Number of awarded fines Number of fines in force Total amount of fines in force (CZK)

2014 2948 2781 148,022,282

2015 2941 2808 153,719,214

2016 2,887 2,755 130,717,343

2017 2712 2655 113,051,685

2014 2015 2016 2017

Prague TI 2057 2279 2,169 2200

2eské BudŠjovice TI 966 1113 1,191 1146

Plzeƶ TI 1437 1355 1,425 1667

Ústí nad Labem TI 1378 1416 1,371 1393

Hradec Králové TI 1427 1491 1,602 1682

Havlíőkǻv Brod TI 1322 1262 1468 1408

Brno TI 1743 2247 2,237 1962

Olomouc TI 1567 1544 1,324 1244

Ostrava TI 1534 1572 1,630 1705

Liberec TI 679 800 827 788

Headquarters 524 598 639 669

CEI powers
Environmental component

Air Water Waste Nature Forest

Supervision Inspections, reviews, checks, investigations, etc. • • • • •

Penalties

Fines to legal entities • • • • •

Fines to natural persons • • • • •

Restriction or halt of operations • • • •

Measure

Measures to remedy identified shortcomings • • • • •

Resolving of historic environmental burdens •

Register of accidents and cooperation on resolving them • • •

Seizing and confiscation of specimens of endangered

animal or plant species

•

Seizing of illicitly held individuals, seizing of products • •

Charges
Charges (wastewater discharge, groundwater collection) •

Position
statements

Position statements, statements, approvals for other
authorities

• • • • •

Suggestions Handling of suggestions • • • • •
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3 | DEALINGS WITH STAKEHOLDERS

3.1Cooperation with the public
– suggestions and provision
of information

Handling of suggestions notifying about environmental
damage or threats, and handling of requests for
information and complaints is a cardinal component of
the CEI’s work. The suggestions, complaints and
petitions agenda is an integral component of CEI work
at all CEI territorial inspectorate departments. This
activity is embedded in the CEI Organisational Rules.

3.1.1 Suggestions

The Czech Environmental Inspectorate handles
suggestions pointing at damaging or endangering of the
environment under
• Act no. 500/2004 Coll., Rules of Administrative

Procedure, as amended,
•

· Act no. 85/1990 Coll. on the Petition Right,
• specialised acts on protection of environmental components.

Suggestions for investigation can be filed with the CEI by
citizens of the CR or any natural person, natural person doing
business and legal entity. See also www.cizp.cz/Podavani-
podnetu-stiznosti.

CEI and the citizen public
Suggestions are an important element in the CEI
communication with the public. The citizens often point at
violations of laws that would otherwise remain hidden.
Suggestions and petitions are a starting point for the CEI’s
further steps; if CEI investigation has found grounds for
officially initiating a proceeding, a penalty administrative
proceeding or a proceeding on remedial measures is initiated.
Another important purpose of handling suggestions is to
improve the legal awareness of the public concerning
environmental protection. If the CEI is not applicable, some
suggestions are forwarded to other public authorities of factual
jurisdiction for investigation.

Numbers of suggestions received
In 2017, the CEI received 2,781 suggestions. The numbers of
suggestions received by CEI territorial inspectorates in 2017 are
shown in the table below. As in previous years, Prague
Territorial Inspectorate handled the most suggestions this year.
Occasionally the CEI receives a suggestion for the investigation
of which it does not have the legal powers. The CEI forwards
such suggestions to a public authority of factual and local
jurisdiction for investigation. This was the case of 231
suggestions in 2017.
A single suggestion may draw attention to endangerment or
damage to multiple environmental components. It is thus often
the case that several departments act on the same suggestion.

Numbers of suggestions received by CEI TIs in 2017
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Territorial
Inspectorate

suggestions
received

within that,
forwarded due to

inapplicability
Prague 597 21
2eské BudŠjovice 223 13
Plzeƶ 235 14
Ústí nad Labem 265 23
Hradec Králové 266 13
Havlíőkǻv Brod 233 19
Brno 322 36
Olomouc 136 20
Ostrava 300 18
Liberec 159 14
Headquarters 45 40
Total 2781 231
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Information about how the different departments
contributed to handling of suggestions received in
2017 is shown in the table below.

Principal suggestion topics in 2017
In the area of air protection, the CEI most frequently
handled suggestions relating to emissions of
substances of irritating odours from stationary sources,
particularly those emitting volatile organic compounds
(surface treatment, production of laminates, bitumen
aggregate mixing plants), agricultural sources (animal
husbandry, biogas stations), food and pet food
production and biological waste processing
(composting plants). Another frequent topic of
suggestions was notifications about irritation by smoke
from energy combustion sources as a consequence of
combustion of solid fuels, and dust emissions from
process equipment (wood processing, solid fuel or
waste storage without covering).

In the area of water protection, the CEI most
frequently communicated with citizens concerning
their suggestions for investigation into endangerment
of waters as a consequence of unpermitted discharge
of wastewater (particularly from properties owned by
natural persons), into both surface waters and
groundwater. In addition, the CEI Water Protection
Departments handled suggestions pointing at
endangerment of surface water or groundwater in
connection with agricultural activity (leaks from dung
pits, pastures by watercourses without proper water
management measures in place) and handling of
pollutants in contravention of Section 39 of Act no.
254/2001 Coll. on Waters.

In the area of waste management, the greatest part of
the investigated suggestions concerned illicit dumping
of construction and demolition waste or earth, or other
waste, in areas not intended for the purpose (on the
ground). Besides, the CEI Waste Management
Departments handled suggestions for investigation
into illegal operation of scrap yards and functionality

of product (tyre) recollection points, in connection
with the list of tyre recollection points published on
the MoE web site, not all the points in which were
fully functional. A part of the suggestions aimed at
performance of municipalities’ obligations under the
Waste Act.

The majority of the suggestions in the area of nature
protection aimed at protection of trees growing
outside forest from destruction (unpermitted cutting)
and damage (whether intentional or not – pruning,
interventions in the root system, backfilling,
poisoning). The CEI Nature Protection Departments
handled an almost identical proportion of
interventions in biotopes or natural evolution of
specially protected animal species (e.g., swifts, bats,
squirrels) and interventions in prominent landscape
features (notably watercourses and their bottomlands,
fishponds).  Suggestions focused on protection of
agricultural land are becoming more numerous. These
suggestions aim at storage of sediments from fishpond
mud removal projects on farmland, and storage of
various types of materials (asphalt, debris, waste) on
farmland.

In the area of forest protection, we mostly handled
suggestions relating to illicit use (occupation) of forest
land for construction, damage to forest soil as part of
recreational activities, damage to forest soil and forest
tracks by transport (timber skidding) and dumping of
waste in forests. In addition, the Forest Protection
Departments handled mostly suggestions notifying
about illicit logging, damage to trees by logging and
skidding, damage to forest stands by game or damage
to forest by development of biotic agents (bark beetles
in particular). There were sporadic cases of suggestions
for investigation of non-performance of legal
provisions and terms for reforestation after both
legitimate and illicit logging.

Toll free number
Effective as of 1 Sep 2008, the CEI has operated a toll
free telephone number (800 011 011). It is a direct and
free telephone contact between the CEI and citizens.
The number is primarily used for accepting
suggestions and complaints from citizens, and it also
informs citizens about the legal powers of the CEI. The
number is in operation on weekdays between 8 am
and 4 pm. We handle 1-2 queries (suggestions) a day
on average.

The CEI departments contributed to handling of suggestions received in 2017 as follows
Numbers of suggestions in 2010-2017 by Territorial Inspectorate

Territorial Inspectorate 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Prague 653 534 503 521 572 611 580 597
2eské BudŠjovice 240 223 184 211 240 257 282 223
Plzeƶ 261 157 138 196 214 169 176 235
Ústí nad Labem 257 297 305 230 247 254 300 265
Hradec Králové 266 163 188 204 196 227 282 266
Havlíőkǻv Brod 188 161 158 189 213 217 236 233
Brno 284 257 262 264 306 346 336 322
Olomouc 144 174 177 158 178 180 133 136
Ostrava 237 291 291 262 290 294 283 300
Liberec 179 167 161 190 161 182 147 159
Headquarters 0 0 0 0 3 9 4 45
Total 2709 2424 2367 2425 2620 2746 2,759 2781

Territorial
Inspectorate

Department
TI total

Air
Protection

Water
Protection

Waste
management

Nature
protection

Forest
Protection

Integrated
Agendas

Prague 117 123 137 257 42 4 680

2eské BudŠjovice 28 53 46 77 19 0 223

Plzeƶ 40 45 57 101 6 0 249

Ústí nad Labem 58 54 80 97 14 1 304

Hradec Králové 61 63 68 85 25 0 302

Havlíőkǻv Brod 54 80 51 117 7 61 370

Brno 87 72 89 114 17 1 380

Olomouc 29 36 46 60 10 8 189

Ostrava 37 51 86 120 21 5 320

Liberec 36 33 42 59 14 2 186

Headquarters 6 8 10 8 0 13 45

Total 553 618 712 1095 175 95 3248
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3.1.2 Provision of information

In 2017, the Czech Environmental Inspectorate (CEI)
handled 295 requests for information, including 18
pursuant to Act no. 106/1999 Coll. on Free Access to
Information, as amended, and 277 pursuant to Act no.
123/1998 Coll. on Right to Environmental Information, as
amended. Besides information provided by the CEI
pursuant to the above Acts, it also informs the public in its
own initiative in the form of press releases and annual
reports, brochures, leaflets, etc.
Information provision helps establish a stronger public
feedback for the CEI. The main objective is to maintain
contact with the media and expert and general public,
inform on results of CEI inspection work and, as far as
possible, to give answers to questions concerning the
CEI’s inspection and supervisory powers.

Provision of information pursuant to Act no. 106/1999
Coll. on Free Access to Information
Pursuant to Section 18 of the Act, the CEI publishes on
its web site the 2017 Annual Report on its activity in
provision of information, which also contains the
mandatory information shown in the table below on
this page.

Provision of information pursuant to Act no. 123/1998
Coll. on Right to Environmental Information
Pursuant to this Act, 277 requests were received in
2017. Prague Territorial Inspectorate handled the most
requests. However, the distribution of requests by CEI
Territorial Inspectorate is relatively even; see the table
at the top of page 21.

The numbers of requests for information in 2010–2017
are shown in the table at the bottom of page 21. The
total number of requests for information decreased
slightly compared to 2017. Compared to 2016, the CEI
received 2 fewer requests under Act no. 123/1988 Coll.

Overview of numbers of requests for information in 2017 by TI

and 12 fewer under Act no 106/1999 Coll. Nevertheless,
the public is still highly interested in provision of
information. The slight decrease in the number of requests
for information handled is caused primarily by the
significant increase in the public queries in the CEI
discussion forum. (These requests are not included in the
records pursuant to the above Acts.) Another reason is
probably the fact that ever more

 information is freely accessible on the CEI web site.

Discussion forum
The Czech Environmental Inspectorate operates on
its web site a discussion forum
(www.cizp.cz/Diskuse), where citizens can ask
various questions in the area

Numbers of requests for information in 2010–2017

Year Total number of requests No. of requests under Act
no. 106/1999 Coll.

No. of requests under Act
no. 123/1998 Coll.

2017 295 18 277
2016 309 30 279
2015 332 59 273
2014 262 76 186
2013 209 55 154
2012 229 63 166
2011 233 44 189
2010 181 36 145

TI Total number of requests No. of requests under Act
no. 106/1999 Coll.

No. of requests under Act
no. 123/1998 Coll.

Prague 57 0 57
2eské BudŠjovice 26 0 26
Plzeƶ 24 0 24
Ústí nad Labem 38 0 38
Hradec Králové 21 0 21
Havlíőkǻv Brod 29 0 29
Brno 23 0 23
Olomouc 13 0 13
Ostrava 13 0 13
Liberec 16 0 16
Headquarters 35 18 17
Total 295 18 277

Requested information pursuant to Act no. 106/1999 Coll. Number

No. of requests for information 18

No. of issued decisions on refusal 3

No. of appeals against the decision 0

Duplicate of substantial parts of each judgment on review of legitimacy of
authority’s decision on refusal of request for information and overview of all
expenditures by the authority in connection with
judicial proceedings on rights and obligations hereunder, including costs of own
employees and costs of legal representation

\

List of exclusive licences granted, including justification of necessity of
granting of exclusive licence

\

Number of complaints submitted under Section 16a, reasons for filing and
brief description of their handling

0

Other information relating to enforcement of this Act One requests was postponed
pursuant to Section 14, Para. 5,
item (c) of the Act because the
information requested was not
related to CEI work.
In two out of the three cases, only a
part of the request was rejected.
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of the environment. In 2017, the Czech Environmental
Inspectorate received 71 queries and comments, which was
22 more compared to the year before. As in 2016, the most
frequent questions concerned air protection, water
protection and waste management. The most frequent
discussion topics were polluting or odorous emissions from
various air pollution sources, wastewater disposal methods
and reuse of waste in landscaping. A part of the question
related to issues beyond the CEI’s powers; notably, citizens
asked about options for handling noise burdens.

3.2 Cooperation with state
institutions, professional and
interest organisations

The Czech Environmental Inspectorate cooperates with a
number of organisations in performing its tasks, consults
professional institutions and collaborates on joint education
projects with non-profit organisations.
See http://www.cizp.cz/Instituce-verejne-spravy,
http://www.cizp.cz/Vedecke-a-vzdelavaci-instituce,
http://www.cizp.cz/Neziskove-organizace.

3.3 International collaboration
In 2017, there were 54 trips abroad, involving 88 employees.
One of our most important international activities is
collaboration in the IMPEL, an organisation dealing with
implementation and enforcement of environmental law and
representing organisations of EU member states, accession
and candidate countries, EEA and EFTA countries dealing
with implementation and enforcement of environmental
law. The IMPEL’s mission is to contribute to environmental
protection by involvement in effective implementation and
enforcement of EU environmental law by building capacity,
sharing good practice, provision of handbooks and tools,
promoting cooperation and provision of feedback to
legislators and regulators on practicality and enforceability

of environmental legislation. The core of the network’s work is
projects.
The IMPEL held a General Assembly in Tallinn and CEI
inspectors participated in work of expert groups: air and
industry, water and soil, transboundary waste transport and
waste, nature and overlapping tools and approaches. As every
year, our inspectors participated in the projects “Meeting of
Contact Persons for Transboundary Waste Transport”,
“Improving Implementation and Enforcement of Electronic and
Electric Waste Directive”, and “Enforcement Action 2017”.  The
project on implementation of the Industrial Emissions Directive
continued another year, and our inspector participated in the
project “Doing the Right Things for Permitting”. In addition, we
attended the IMPEL conference of water and soil and
participated in the project “Catchment Area Plans”, a mini
IMPEL conference on big data and regulatory strategies. Since
nature protection was included in the IMPEL work agenda in
2013, our inspector was also involved in meetings of an expert
group for nature, associated with a project focused on hunting
tourism.
The most important event in the IMPEL was the organisation of
the second conference of the networks
IMPEL/ENPE/EnviCrimeNet, attended by CEI Director Ing. Erik
Geuss, Ph.D. The conference took place in Oxford on 20 and 21
September and was attended by members of IMPEL, ENPE and
EnviCrimeNet, who closely cooperate with the network of
environmental judges (EUFJE). The event was a follow-up on
the successful first  Conference of the Networks, held in Utrecht
in 2016. The conference was attended by 160 issuers of permits,
inspectors, police officers, public prosecutors and judges from
more than 30 European countries as well as guests from
Australia, the USA and China and representatives of the
European Commission, scholars, representatives of non-
governmental organisations, the Interpol, Europol, Eurojust and
allied networks such as THEMIS. The conference focused on
fighting crime in the area of waste and trade in endangered wild
animals and plants in Europe. The conference included training
sessions, participants exchanged information and stated
methods for further processes and collaborations. The
conference delegates demonstrated the need to share experience
in searching for practical solutions to overcoming common
problems and challenges in implementation of EU legislation in

the area of environmental protection. Participants also
presented case studies and discussed how to achieve
consistency in the approach to enforcing strategic, tactical
and operational procedures leading to heavy fines and
reduction in illegal activity. The conference also produced
the signed Memorandum of Understanding between the
IMPEL, ENPE and EnviCrimeNet. The Memorandum of
Understanding is a signal for better and more intensive
collaboration for strengthening efficient implementation
and enforcement of European environmental legislation and
associated crime legislation. The signing of the treaty was
welcomed by the European Commission, which stated its
opinion that it will help better compliance with the
European environmental legislation.
In the area of the international CITES treaty, CEI employees
represent the Czech Republic at meetings of expert groups
and boards focused on enforcement of laws on protection of
endangered species. The CEI Director attended the 3rd
meeting of the Interpol Environment Compliance and
Enforcement Committee. A CEI representative attended the
28th meeting of the Interpol Wildlife Crime working group,
a conference of forensic methods for explanation of criminal
activity in the area trade in endangered species and the 26th
meeting of the Committee for Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, including a panel focused on illegal trade
in endangered species. As every year, we attended two
meetings of the EU Wildlife Enforcement Group, and our
inspectors were asked to present their experience in Austria
and Slovakia. Moreover, our inspector attended a
conference on the EU Action Plan on fighting illegal trade in
endangered species organised by the European
Commission.
A CEI inspector regularly attended the Forum of the
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), used for exchange of
information on enforcement of the REACH Regulation.
Based on a treaty with Slovakia, we made trips abroad
dealing with water protection and IPPC.
Under so-called executive international relations, our
inspectors represented the Czech environmental
department at meetings of international boards for the
protection of boundary waters and big rivers (International
Commission for the Protection of the Oder and Elbe,

Danube Commission, Austrian Boundary Waters). Most of
the trips abroad were made in order to secure the CR’s
contractual commitments under international
organisations, treaties and protocols on the one hand and
activities connected with our EU membership on the other.
In total, the CEI expended CZK 399,647.62 on the trips
abroad; a large part of the costs was funded directly from
the EU budget.

3.4 Communication with the
public and media
The CEI systematically communicates with the public and
media. The majority concerned communication on serious
polluter cases. In 2017, we issued 59 press releases and
replied to 189 questions from the media. The CEI
organised 11 press conferences: two at the CEI
Headquarters in Prague and 9 at territorial inspectorates.
According to the company Newton, the CEI was
mentioned in 1,658 media items. Out of that, 220 items
were broadcast over radio and television, 497 articles were
published in print dailies and regional papers, 891 in
online papers, and 50 in professional papers (e.g., Odpady,
Prļmyslová ekologie, Moderní obec, Zemùdùlec,
Komora.cz, Technický týdeník, VeĪejná správa, Agrobase
zpravodaj, Svùt motorļ).
However, not all the news items, particularly in electronic
media, are monitored by Newton. These include the show
K vašim službám on Czech Radio 2.
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4 | CEI WORK IN 2017 BY DEPARTMENT

Among the decisions in legal force, Chapter 4 selects
cases of the heaviest fines awarded by the CEI
inspectorates on legal entities and natural persons
doing business, and decision where we ruled
restriction or halt of operation/activity.

These decisions are listed by environmental
component protected (air, water, waste, forest, nature)
and by CEI inspectorates. Examples of decisions on
integrated agendas are listed for the CEI as a whole.

Overview of CEI work in 2017 by department

Air
Protection

Water
protection

Waste
management

Nature
Protection
and CITES

Forest
protection

Integrated
agendas

(IAD) total
TOTAL

No. of inspectors (heads of departments,
department directors + inspectors, as of  31
Dec)*

81 87 90 78 44 16 396

No. of inspections 4,103 3,434 3,359 3,143 1,337 488 15,864

EIA statements (Act no. 100/2001 Coll.) Reported by
IAD

Reported by
IAD

Reported by IAD Reported by
IAD

Reported by
IAD

1,019 1,019

Other statements 3,112 691 126 77 449 901 5,356

Fines

All decisions on fines issued 406 610 897 587 162 50 2,712

All decisions on fines that
entered into force 394 606 877 580 149 49 2,655

Total amount of fines in legal
force (CZK) 14,987,000 29,221,455 43,115,500 10,286,050 12,573,180 2,868,500 113,051

,685

Other
decisions

No. of decisions in force
– halting or restriction of
operation, facility or parts
thereof

3 0 1 18 0 0 22

No. of decisions in force –
seizing / confiscation - - - 143 - - 143

No. of decisions on remedial
measures in force 7 44 13 49 137 2 252

No. of decisions on charges and
advances for charges issued 1 7,176 - - - - 7,177

No. of emergencies (under Air Protection Act)
and accidents (under Waters Act) 225 206 - - - - 431

*The number of inspectors excludes positions of officers in common public administration and self-government and directors of
territorial inspectorates.
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